Second Year
PRE-CLASS WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT- 2024
PERKINS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY COURSE OF STUDY

222 — Theological Heritage Il: Early Church
Pre-class assignments are due on June 3, 2024, and should be submitted through Canvas

Instructor: Zachary deMoya

Doctoral Candidate in Religious Studies, Southern Methodist University

Development Consultant (Prior: Executive Director), Owenwood Farm and Neighbor Space
zdemoya@smu.edu

(803) 351-8359 (email preferred)

This course focuses on the history and theology of the Church through the first five centuries.
Using primary and secondary sources, students will reflect on significant individuals and events
and the development of Christian doctrine during this period. Such reflection is designed to
contextualize historical theology for informed appropriation and application for ministry in the
modern church and other relevant ministerial settings.

Learning Qutcomes:

By the conclusion of the course, students will be able to:
1.
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Francisco, 1997.
Bondi, Roberta. To Love As God Loves: Conversations with the Early Church. Fortress Press,
1987.

Pre-Class Assignments:

***Be advised that the following two assignments MUST be completed and submitted by Fri-
day, June 14, 2024. Further in-class assignments and expectations will be provided at a later
date.

1. Assessing comprehension and completion of curricular material:

Justo Gonzalez’s



of human history, while Bondi writes from the lens of not only a church historian and scholar,
but perhaps more importantly, from the lens of a Christian in dialogue with the history of her
faith. These two texts will be immensely helpful in developing a more diverse understanding of
the early church, not only in its key figures and events (i.e. the Gonzalez text), but also in how
the early church has been perceived both in relation to other historical events of its epoch as
well as how it has been grappled with by prominent members of the faith in modernity. Insofar



X Intellectual and spiritual honesty: the Bondi text in particular offers you a model of how
to grapple with the historical theology and narratives of events and debates that took
place in past millennia. You are not expected, nor can you, situate yourself in the con-
texts within which the church grew and rose to prominence, nor can you truly “pick
sides” in past historical debates. What you can, and are expected to, do in this course is
to authentically navigate these stories. This in practice means speaking and writing with
historical accuracy, but also with honesty and authenticity. Write in your own voice,
avoid copying or closely paraphrasing others’ work, and bring your own contextual



